
 

Manitoba’s First  
Shorebird Scrape 

Shorebirds are wading birds, with long legs and bills, that are adapted to live in shallow water and 

mudflat habitats. Unfortunately, shorebird populations have declined by 40% since the 1970s in 

Canada. Many shorebirds species have been designated as “At Risk” by both Canada and 

Manitoba. One of the key factors in their decline is loss of habitat for 

breeding and for stopover (rest) sites during migration.  

 
We can help shorebird populations recover by increasing the size 

and quality of habitat available to them. The Shorebird Scrape at 

Oak Hammock Marsh is a new way to create important shorebird 

habitat in Manitoba. 
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What is a Shorebird Scrape? 

A Shorebird Scrape is a shallow depression in the landscape. Water 

collects in the scrape during the spring and slowly dries out over the 

summer. This creates a mixture of shallow water and muddy shoreline 

habitat. This is a preferred habitat for a variety of small insects, 

providing an excellent food source for shorebirds, and other animals.  

By connecting our scrape to an existing waterbody, it allows parts of 

the scrape to stay wet for a longer period in the summer. Scrapes 

require some maintenance from year to year to keep the shoreline 

open and muddy. If shorelines become covered with tall vegetation, 

such as cattail, it becomes less attractive habitat for shorebirds. 

Where Is the Scrape? 

You can view the Scrape at the Oak Hammock Marsh 
Wildlife Management Area at the viewing blind where 
Harrier Trail meets Duck Pond Trail (south portion of the 
marsh), or along Provincial Road 220 just before turning 
onto Snow Goose Bay. 

For more information about Wildlife Management Areas in 

Manitoba visit: https://www.manitoba.ca/fish-wildlife/wildlife/
wma/. 

https://www.manitoba.ca/fish-wildlife/wildlife/wma/
https://www.manitoba.ca/fish-wildlife/wildlife/wma/
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Connecting people to nature in order to protect essential bird 

habitat in Manitoba’s IBAs. 

https://importantbirdareasmb.ca/ 

Benefits of Wetlands and Shorebird Scrapes 
 
Southern Manitoba’s flat landscape and floodplains means that we are prone to flooding, especially in the spring. As we 
develop the land for agriculture, cities and towns, roads and other land uses, we often create artificial drainage, which 
draws water off the landscape fast. Shorebird Scrapes, and other wetland features are areas that allow water to be 
stored on the land.  
 
Storing water on the landscape provides a variety of benefits:  

• Decreases the risk of local flooding 

• Slows down water flow/ runoff to reduce risk of 
soil erosion 

• Provides habitat for a variety of plants and 
animals 

• Surrounding vegetation can absorb excess 
nutrients preventing them from flowing into 
lakes and rivers 

• Birds and other animals attracted to Scrapes 
provide excellent wildlife watching 
opportunities 

For more shorebird species check out our Shorebird Card at: 
https://mbimportantbirdareas.files.wordpress.com/2018/09/shorebird-card-v8.pdf. 

American Avocet  

18". Salmon or rusty head; 
black upturned bill; white body; 
black striped wings; long bill. 

Birds You Might See Using the Scrape 

Wilson’s Snipe 

11". Plump; stocky; long bill; 
short legs; round head; short tail; 
intricate buff-and-brown striping 
and spotting pattern. 

Greater Yellowlegs 

12". White underside; dark back 
with white speckling; long yellow 
legs; medium-long yellow bill with 
pale base and subtle up-turn. 
Call is a loud deew deew deew, 
repeated 3 to 4 times. 

For more information about Shorebird Scrapes, shorebirds, or importance of freshwater habitat, please contact 
us at:  
Nature Manitoba at iba@naturemanitoba.ca or 204-943-9029. 

mailto:iba@naturemanitoba.ca

